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WE ARE COMMITTED TO 3
CAPITALS, INSISTS SAJJALA

VIJAYAWADA

GOVeRnMenT advisor (public
affairs) and YSRCP general secre-
tary Sajjala Ramakrishna Reddy on
Wednesday clarified that the gov-
ernment remained committed to its
policy of three state capitals.

He alleged that the opposition
TDP is creating confusion among
people over the state capital.

e clarification came aer fi-
nance minister Buggana Rajen-
dranath Reddy’s statement about
the state capital.

Ramakrishna Reddy claimed that
Rajendranath Reddy only reiterated
the government’s stand but “the
TDP’s friendly” media distorted his
statement. At a road show held in
Bengaluru on Tuesday as part of
the Global Investment Summit
Vizag campaign, Rajendranath
Reddy said that there is a lot of mis-
communication on the issue of state
capital. He told the investors that
the state government was commit-
ted to starting the rule from
Visakhapatnam.

e finance minister also stated
that the YSRCP government has de-
cided on Visakhapatnam as the
next capital of Andhra Pradesh.

“at Andhra Pradesh has three
capitals is completely wrong,” he
was quoted as saying.

As for Kurnool as the judicial
capital, Rajendranath Reddy said
that Kurnool is not the capital, but
the Principal Bench of the High
Court would be set up there. He
further stated that it was the gov-
ernment’s decision to hold Assem-
bly sessions in Guntur district
(Amaravati).

However, a day aer the finance
minister’s statement, Ramakrishna
Reddy made it clear that the YSRCP
government headed by Y S Jagan
Mohan Reddy is committed to de-
velopment of all regions of the state.

He told reporters at the state Sec-
retariat that the government has al-
ready declared that Visakhapatnam
will be the administrative capital

while Amaravati will be the legisla-
tive capital and Kurnool will be de-
veloped as judicial capital.

“We remain committed to our
policy of decentralisation of gover-
nance,” he said and alleged that the
opposition TDP and its “friendly
media” are creating confusion
among people.

“not a bench but the entire High
Court will come up in Kurnool,” he
said when asked about the finance
minister’s statement. “I don't know
in which context he made the state-
ment,” he remarked.

Claiming that some elements
were making claims for real estate
business, the government advisor
called on people not to get misled
by their false propaganda. Some
people are deliberately spreading
misinformation, he said.

Ramakrishna Reddy said that the
YSRCP government will not in-
dulge in politics over state capitals
for elections. “We don’t say one
thing during the election and an-
other thing aer elections,” he said.

e advisor recalled that Sivara-
makrishna Committee had recom-
mended decentralisation of power
and slammed TDP president and
former chief minister n Chan-
drababu naidu for missing an op-
portunity.

The YSRCP leader said Chan-
drababu naidu had estimated that
development of Amaravati as the
state capital will cost Rs 1 lakh
crore and since the government is
not in a position to bear this ex-
penditure, it decided to go for de-
centralised development with
three state capitals.

VIJAYAWADA

AnDHRA Pradesh High Court on
Wednesday granted stay on the
show-cause notice issued by the state
government to leaders of the AP
Government employees Association
(APGeA) for meeting state Governor
to seek his intervention to ensure
payment of salaries and pensions on
time.

Hearing a petition filed by APGeA
leaders challenging the show-cause
notice, Justice Ravinath Tilahari
granted a stay and directed the gov-
ernment to file a counter.

A delegation of APGeA leaders
led by its president K R Surya-
narayana had met Governor Biswab-
husan Harichandan on January 19
and submitted a memorandum to
him on the problems faced by the
employees.

e delegation requested the Gov-
ernor to issue necessary advice to the
government as he is competent au-
thority as per the Article 309 of the
Constitution to intervene in the af-
fairs of the government employees.

Aer the meeting, APGeA leaders
told media persons that they were
compelled to meet the Governor as
all their efforts to resolve the griev-
ances through the state government
had failed.

However, taking a serious note of
the action of APGeA leaders, the
government had issued a show-cause
notice on January 23 asking them to
explain why their association should

not be derecognised.
Suryanarayana had challenged the

show-cause notice in the high court.
e court on January 31 directed the
government not to take action against
the APGeA.

During the previous hearing, the
judge had posed several questions to
the government. He wanted to know
if the rights guaranteed by Article 19
of the Constitution are not applicable
for APGeA. He asked the govern-
ment if it mentioned in the show-
cause notice what rules the APGeA
violated while speaking to the me-
dia.

Petitioner’s counsel Ravi Prasad

told the court that according to the
1990 Financial Code, salaries to gov-
ernment employees should be paid
on the last working day of every
month but employees are not getting
current month salaries till 15th of
next month.

Suryanarayana alleged that the
state government is not honouring
the commitment to pay the salaries
and pensions on the first of every
month. e APGeA leader said the
government also withdrew the GPF
amount of Rs 415 crore from the ac-
counts of over 90,000 employees
without their permission. He termed
this a “serious” financial fraud. (IANS)

l The clarification
comes following the
statement of finance
minister that the
YSRCP government
has decided on
Visakhapatnam as
the next capital of AP

l Sajjala accuses media ‘friendly
to TDP’ is creating confusion
among people over state
capital 

l Contradicting Buggana’s
statement, states that not a
bench but the entire High
Court will come up in Kurnool

l The state govt issued
show-cause notice to
AP Government
Employees Association
for meeting Governor
to seek his
intervention on
payment of salaries
and pensions on time 

l After the meeting, the
association leaders tell media
that they have no alternative
to meeting the Governor  

l Taking serious note of this,
govt issues a show-cause
notice to them asking it to
explain why their association
should not be derecognised

Sajjala Ramakrishna Reddy

Govt ratchets up efforts 
to shore up revenue collections

HANS NEWS SERVICE
HYDERABAD

AS the current financial year is
heading towards end on March 31,
the State government has geared
up to achieve the revenue targets
set in 2022-2023 financial year.  

Chief Secretary Santhi Kumari
on Wednesday held a meeting
with officials and reviewed the
progress achieved in realizing the

State’s own tax and non-tax rev-
enues. Officials of Commercial
Taxes, excise, Stamps and Regis-
tration, Transport, Mining and
other departments attended.

The Chief Secretary asked offi-
cials to focus on achieving this
year’s targets.  She wanted them
to take special measures to boost
the tax collections. Santhi Kumari
said weekly reviews will be held

to ensure that the targets are
achieved. The Commercial Taxes,
Registration and excise depart-
ments were asked to propose ac-
tion plans to augment additional
revenue.

The government has already re-
alised Rs 91,145 crore in tax rev-
enue collections and Rs 6,996
crore in non-tax revenues totalling
Rs 98,141 crores by the end of Jan-

uary this year. 
Commissioner & Inspector-

General, Registration and Stamps
Rahul Bojja, Commissioner, Com-
mercial Taxes neetu Kumari
Prasad, Special Secretary, (fi-
nance) Ronald Rose, director, Pro-
hibition & excise Sarfaraz Ahmed
and Commissioner, (transport)
Buddha Prakash Jyothi and other
officials attended the meeting

l CS Santhi Kumari holds meeting with officials and

reviews the progress achieved in realising the State’s

own tax and non-tax revenues

l Asks officials to focus on achieving this year’s targets.

She wanted them to take special measures to boost

tax collections. 

l Santhi Kumari says weekly reviews will be held to

ensure that the targets are achieved. 

l The Commercial Taxes, Registration and Excise
departments were asked to propose action plans to
augment additional revenue.

l Rs 91,145 crore in tax revenue collections and Rs 6,996
crore in non-tax revenues totaling Rs 98,141 crores has
been already released by the government this January end

PD ACT INVOKED
AGAINST TWO 
GANJA PEDDLERS

HANSNEWS SERVICE
HYDERABAD

RACHAKOnDA Commissioner D S
Chauhan invoked a Preventive Detention
(PD) Act on two interstate drug peddlers
on Wednesday and were detained. Police
seized 551 kg of ganja from them.

According to police, the inter-state
drug offenders hailing from Tamil nadu,
Karnataka and Andhra Pradesh with
their headquarters in Mumbai have been
procuring ganja in huge quantities from
nidudavolu, Andhra Pradesh.

nagaraj, one of the accused from Tamil
nadu heads the drug racket and has been
procuring ganja from Kimmudu
narsinga Rao and Shaik Mohammed,
both accused from AP. “e drugs were
purchased at a cheaper rate and were
transported in a DCM van through na-
garaj’s driver Venkatesh to Mumbai City.
From there, nagaraj distributes ganja to
prospective customers in the neighboring
states as per demand. nagaraj pays Rs
1,50,000 to Venkatesh for each trip he
makes,” said a senior police officer. On
receiving information, the Special Oper-
ations Team along with Hayath nagar Po-
lice intercepted a DCM vehicle at Pedda
Amberpet and arrested the accused
Venkatesh on Wednesday. 

BRS alleges ‘discrimination’ by Election Commission
HANSNEWS SERVICE

HYDERABAD

ALLeGInG discrimination, the
BRS on Wednesday said that while
the election Commission allowed
Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister Ja-
ganmohan Reddy to inaugurate the
steel factory in Kadapa, it denied
permission to declare open the new
secretariat in Telangana. 

Addressing a press conference
here at Telangana Bhavan, Animal
Husbandry Minister Talasani Srini-
vas Yadav said Reddy was allowed
to go ahead with the inauguration
of the steel factory even though the
model code was in force, but not
for the Secretariat.

He said the Opposition leaders
were unable to digest development
taking place in the State and also
the new Secretariat. “How can the

commission deny permission here
and allow there. is one example
shows how the systems are work-
ing”, he said. e government had

planned a grand opening of the Sec-
retariat on the occasion of CM K
Chandrashekar Rao's birthday, but
the code came into force.

Responding to the comments of
Union Minister G Kishan Reddy,
Yadav said he should first get ready
to have discussion on development
in Amberpet, which he had repre-
sented for two decades, with the
BRS MLA.

Replying to a question, the min-
ister said the Congress MP Ko-
matireddy Venkat Reddy has no
credibility. “Reddy talks one thing
in the morning and another in the
evening. Being in Congress, he
urged people to vote for BJP. ere
is nothing like alliance with the
Congress. ere is no need for the
BRS to have alliance with any party;
never with the Congress,” he
quipped. e Congress leaders were
laughing at the comment of Reddy”.

e minister said it would de-
pend on eatala Rajender whether
he wants to come back to BRS.

l Says while EC allowed AP CM Y S Jaganmohan Reddy to
inaugurate steel factory in Kadapa, it denied permission to
declare open new Secretariat in TS

l Talasani: Opposition leaders were unable to digest
development taking place in the State and also the new
Secretariat. “How can the commission deny permission
here and allow there.

l This one example shows how the systems are working”,
he said. The govt had planned a grand opening of the
Secretariat on CM K Chandrashekar Rao's birthday, but
the code came into force

l Says Cong MP Komatireddy Venkat Reddy has no
credibility; it depends on Eatala Rajender whether he
wants to come back to BRS

Indo-Arab League donates Rs 20 lakh
to earthquake-hit Turkey, Syria

HYDeRABAD: e Indo-Arab League Hyderabad on Wednesday
donated Rs 20 lakh as financial aid for earthquake-hit Turkey and
Syria.  e Indo-Arab League chairman Dr Mir Akbar Ali Khan
and vice chairman Mohammed Abdullah Khan presented a cheque
for Rs 10 lakh to Orhan Yalman Okan, Consul General, Consulate
General of the Republic of Turkey in Hyderabad.

Secure people’s
mandate on capital

issue: CPI
HANSNEWS SERVICE

VIJAYAWADA

CPI State Secretary K Ramakrishna de-
manded that the YSRCP government
should secure people’s mandate to es-
tablish Vizag as the executive capital of
the State. He said the YSRCP should go
to the Assembly polls on the issue and if
it registers victory, it can go ahead with
its decision. 
It is reported that Minister of Finance
and Legislative Affairs Buggana Rajen-
dranath Reddy made key comments on
AP capital on Tuesday at Bengaluru.
During the meeting, Buggana asserted
that Visakhapatnam remains to be the
only capital of the State while a principal
bench of AP High will be set up in
Kurnool. 

Furniture warehouse gutted in massive fire
HANSNEWS SERVICE

HYDERABAD

In yet another fire incident in the city,
a furniture godown in the Puranapul
area was gutted in a major fire on
Wednesday. 

As many as seven fire tenders aer
fighting for more than four hours the
fire was doused.

no casualties were reported in the
fire accident, but a thick blaze and
smoke sent panic among people and
forced the authorities to vacate resi-
dents from the surrounding houses to
the safer zone.

Upon observing smoke billowing
from the godown, locals immediately
alerted the police control room. On in-
formation fire tenders rushed to the
spot.

According to the officials, the fire
broke out around 3.30 pm in the fur-
niture manufacturing unit located on
the 100-feet road connecting Purana-

pul with Jiyaguda. On information the
fire tenders from Langer Houz and
Gowliguda fire stations were rushed to
the spot. And later the fire tender from
Jubilee Hills was also joined the fight
against the fire.  “With total seven fire

engines were pressed into service to
control the fire which was raging even
aer three hours. e roof was also col-
lapsed due to the massive fire,” said a
senior officer.

Fire services personnel pulled down

the walls of the warehouse with bull-
dozers and the debris was collected and
was dumped. e godown is believed
to have been used for storing decorative
items, and the exact cause of the fire is
yet to be ascertained. e owner of the
warehouse is said to be absconding. Po-
lice registered a case and took up in-
vestigation.

One more minor fire accident oc-
curred in the plastic scrap godown at
Jalpally under Balapur mandal at
around 6.30 pm. e fire tenders from
Maheshwaram and Rajendra nagar
rushed to the spot and controlled the
fire.

Following the series of fire accidents,
authorities have warned that strict ac-
tion would be taken against the owners
of commercial buildings and ware-
houses not taking adequate fire safety
measures and also against those 
running their operations in residential
areas.

HC stays notice to employees’ body 




